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Paper I

  1. Explain the role of geographical factors towards the development of Ancient India.  
 (Answer in 150 words)

 Ans: The geographical factors are: 
 •	 Rivers: The Indus and the Ganges rivers supported emergence and growth of urban 

civilizations, such as the Harappan and the Mauryan by providing fertile land for 
agriculture and facilitating trade and communication with regions like Mesoptamia and 
China

 •	 Mountains: They acted as a natural defense against foreign invasions and cold winds. 
Passes, such as the Khyber and the Bolan, enabled cultural exchange and migration, as 
seen in the arrival of the Aryans and the Kushans.

 •	 Coastal plains: The long coastline of India fostered maritime trade and commerce with 
Southeast Asia, West Asia, and Africa and helped in the spread of Indian culture, religion, 
and philosophy, especially Buddhism, to other parts of Asia.

 •	 Forests and plateaus: The forested regions and plateaus provided economic resources, 
such as timber, minerals, medicinal plants, and animals.

 •	 Desert and semi-arid regions: The Thar desert served as a natural barrier against attacks 
from the west but also witnessed the development of trade routes and centres.

 •	 Climate: The monsoonal climate enabled the cultivation of diverse crops, such as rice and 
wheat, which influenced the dietary habits, festivals, and agrarian practices of India.   
 (183 words)

 2.  What was the difference between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore in their 
approach towards education and nationalism? (Answer in 150 words)

 Ans: Approach Towards Education

Aspect Mahatma Gandhi Rabindranath Tagore

Philosophical 
Foundation

Practical and moral education, 
rooted in Indian culture

Holistic and liberal education, fostering 
creativity and universal values
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Aspect Mahatma Gandhi Rabindranath Tagore

Educational Concept “Nai Talim” (Basic Education) Emphasis on creativity and arts

Curriculum Focus Intellectual, vocational, and 
moral education

Artistic, creative, and intellectual 
pursuits

Self-Reliance Emphasized self-reliance and 
self-sufficiency Encouraged a universal outlook

Pedagogical Methods
Hands-on learning, manual 
labour,  and community 
engagement

Encouragement of critical thinking and 
artistic expression

Cultural Emphasis Rooted in Indian cultural 
traditions

Emphasized cultural exchange and 
universal human values

 Approach Towards Nationalism

Aspect Mahatma Gandhi Rabindranath Tagore

Philosophy Emphas ize d  non-v iolence 
(Satyagraha) Advocated a more universalist view

Means of Struggle Non-violent civil disobedience Emphasized the importance of culture, 
humanism, and internationalism

Nationalism S t r o n g  f o c u s  o n  I n d i a n 
nationalism

Indian nationalism tempered with a 
broader humanistic perspective

Political Activism

Played a central role in political 
m o v e m e n t s  l i k e  N o n -
C o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  C i v i l 
Disobedience Movements

Advocated cultural and intellectual 
exchange with the world

Role in Independence
Played a pivotal role in the Indian 
independence movement, using 
non-violent resistance as a tool

Supported the Indian nationalist 
cause but with a focus on transcending 
narrow nationalism

    (180 words)

 3. Bring out the socio-economic effects of the introduction of railways in different 
countries of the world. (Answer in 150 words)

  Ans: •	 Railways played a crucial role in facilitating industrialization by providing a faster and 
more efficient means of transporting raw materials and finished goods. This spurred 
economic growth and development in many countries.

 •	 The expansion of railways often led to the growth of cities and urban areas as they became 
important transportation hubs.

 •	 The construction and operation of railways created jobs for a wide range of workers. This 
had a positive impact on employment rates in many countries.

 •	 Railways facilitated the movement of agricultural products from rural areas to urban 
markets leading to increased agricultural production and income.
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 •	 Railways made it easier to transport goods over long distances, promoting trade both 
within countries and between nations.

 •	 Railways made it easier for people to travel, leading to increased cultural exchange and 
the spread of ideas and information.

 •	 Railways made leisure travel more accessible to the middle class, contributing to the 
growth of the tourism industry in many countries.

 •	 Introduction of railways led people across socio-economic strata to board the railways for 
travel and leisure as well as work. This dented the caste system to some degree.  (192 words)

 4. Discuss the consequences of climate change on the food security in tropical 
countries. (Answer in 150 words)

 Ans: Tropical countries are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change due to their 
high dependence on agriculture and exposure to extreme weather events.

  Here are some of the key consequences of climate change in tropical countries:
 •	 Rising temperatures, changing rainfall patterns, and increased occurrences of extreme 

weather events such as droughts, floods, and storms can lead to reduced crop yields.
 •	 Climate change can disrupt traditional planting and harvesting seasons, making it difficult 

for farmers to predict when to plant and harvest their crops. This can lead to crop failures 
and decreased food production.

 •	 Changes in precipitation due to climate change can result in water scarcity in many 
tropical regions.

 •	 Warmer temperatures and changing weather patterns can create more favorable conditions 
for pests and diseases that affect crops and livestock.

 •	 Sea-level rise and coastal erosion can lead to the loss of arable land and saline intrusion into 
freshwater sources, making agriculture in these areas increasingly difficult.  (159 words)

 5. Why is the world today confronted with a crisis of availability of and access to 
freshwater resources? (Answer in 150 words)

 Ans: The world’s population continues to grow, leading to increased demand for freshwater resources for 
drinking, agriculture, and industrial purposes. This puts pressure on existing water sources.

  Climate change is altering weather patterns, leading to more frequent and severe droughts, 
floods, and other extreme weather events. These changes disrupt the availability and 
distribution of freshwater resources. Pollution from industrial, agricultural, and urban sources 
can contaminate freshwater bodies, making them unsuitable for human consumption and 
ecosystem health.

  Freshwater resources are being extracted at rates that exceed their natural replenishment rates.
  Inefficient irrigation practices, can lead to significant waste and reduced availability for 

other uses. Water scarcity is often exacerbated by unequal distribution of resources, both 
within and between countries. Rapid economic development can increase water demand for 
industrial processes and urbanization, further straining water resources.

  Destruction of wetlands, deforestation, and other forms of environmental degradation can 
harm the ecosystems that support freshwater resources.  (158 words)
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 6.  How are the fjords formed? Why do they constitute some of the most picturesque 
areas of the world? (Answer in 150 words)

 Ans: Fjords are long, narrow, deep inlets of the sea that are typically surrounded by steep cliffs 
or mountains. They are formed through a combination of geological and glacial processes, 
and they are indeed some of the most picturesque natural features in the world.

  Fjords are primarily formed by the erosive action of glaciers. During periods of glaciation 
(ice ages), massive glaciers advance and move down valleys, carving out U-shaped troughs 
as they go.

  Fjords are often surrounded by steep cliffs or mountains on both sides. The steep terrain 
adds to their dramatic and picturesque appearance.

  Fjords offer breathtaking natural scenery with their crystal-clear waters, towering cliffs, and 
often snow-capped peaks.

  Fjords provide unique habitats for various marine and terrestrial species. The nutrient-rich 
waters and sheltered environments make them ecologically diverse, attracting a wide range 
of wildlife and vegetation. (163 words)

 7.  Why is the South-West monsoon called ‘Purvaiya’ (easterly) in Bhojpur Region? 
How has this directional seasonal wind system influenced the cultural ethos of the 
region?  (Answer in 150 words)

  The South-West monsoon is called ‘Purvaiya’ (easterly) in the Bhojpur region due to its 
direction of arrival. The term “Purvaiya” translates to “easterly winds” in Hindi and other 
languages spoken in the region. The monsoon winds typically blow from the southwest to 
the northeast across the Indian subcontinent, bringing much-needed rainfall during the 
summer months.

  The arrival of the monsoon is often celebrated with festivals and rituals in various parts 
of India, including the Bhojpur region. These festivals are an integral part of the cultural 
calendar and reflect the significance of the monsoon in people’s lives.

  Like in other parts of India, the monsoon season brings an abundance of fresh vegetables 
and fruits, which are used in traditional dishes.

  The monsoon, with its rains and associated natural phenomena, has been a rich source of 
inspiration for folklore, music, and art in the region. Traditional clothing and architectural designs 
in the Bhojpur region have adapted to the climate, including the monsoon (160 words)

 8.  Do you think marriage as a sacrament is losing its value in Modern India? 
 (Answer in 150 words)

 Ans: In modern India, marriage as a sacrament seems to be losing its value and significance to 
some extent. The reasons are:

 •	 Modern India has seen rise in individualism, and love marriages often take precedence 
over traditional values which some argue may be seen as less sacred.

 •	 Divorce can be seen as a sign that marriage is less sacrosanct.
 •	 In modern times, individuals are often delaying marriage to focus on education and 

career.
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 •	 The financial and social empowerment of women has also seen the loosening grip of the 
institution of marriage in society.

 •	 Cohabitation without formal marriage has become more accepted, especially among 
urban and educated youth.

 •	 However, even now the ceremonies, rituals, and traditions continue to be deeply rooted 
in Indian culture and still serve as a fundamental institution for companionship and 
emotional support.

  Social pressure and family traditions continue to emphasize the importance of marriage and 
a majority of Indians still see this as a vital mechanism for the continuity of family lineage.  
 (166 words)

 9.  Explain why suicide among young women is increasing in Indian society.  
 (Answer in 150 words)

 Ans: According to the National Crime Records Bureau, suicide rate for young Indian women has 
risen from 12.7/100,000 (2011) to 17.5/100,000 (2021). This is much higher than the global 
average of 10.4/100,000. Several factors contribute to this alarming trend.

  They are:
 •	 Forced or early marriages can lead to emotional distress and limited life choices for young 

women.
 •	 A prevalent issue, domestic violence can push women to extreme measures.
 •	 Unequal access to education and lower literacy rates can hinder young women’s 

empowerment and economic independence.
 •	 Societal expectations regarding marriage, motherhood, and career can create immense 

stress.
 •	 Financial reliance on male family members can leave women vulnerable to abuse and 

mental health issues.
 •	 A lack of awareness and stigma surrounding mental health issues can prevent young 

women from seeking help.
 •	 The rise of social media has increased exposure to cyberbullying and online harassment.
 •	 Problems in romantic relationships or marital conflicts can be triggers for suicide.
 •	 Exposure to idealized images of beauty and success in the media (163 words)
 10.  Child cuddling is now being replaced by mobile phones. Discuss its impact on the 

socialization of children. (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: Child cuddling is a form of physical affection that helps children feel secure, loved and 
connected to their caregivers. However, in recent years, some parents have been substituting 
child cuddling with mobile phones, giving their children devices to keep them entertained 
and distracted.

  Benefits of Child Cuddling:
 •	 Helps children feel secure, loved, and emotionally connected to their caregivers, promoting 

a strong attachment bond.
 •	 Soothes and comforts children, reducing stress and anxiety, and teaching them how to 

self-regulate their emotions.
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 •	 Physical touch and affection stimulate brain development, leading to improved cognitive 
abilities.

 •	 Cuddling involves non-verbal communication, teaching children about facial expressions, 
tone of voice, and body language.

 •	 It contributes to a healthy sense of self-worth and identity, as children feel valued and 
cherished by their caregivers.

  Negative Consequences of Replacing Cuddling with Mobile Phones:
 •	 Children who don’t receive enough physical affection from their parents may have 

difficulty developing emotionally.
 •	 For infants and young children, cuddling is crucial for their emotional and cognitive 

development.
 •	 The blue light emitted from smartphones can interfere with sleep.
 •	 Children who use their phones excessively may have difficulty paying attention in school 

and other activities.
 •	 Children who use social media are at risk of being cyberbullied.
  Therefore, it is important for parents to balance the use of mobile phones with child cuddling 

in their daily routines. They should limit the screen time of their children and themselves 
and create more opportunities for physical affection and interaction.  (239 words)

 11. What are the main features of Vedic society and religion? Do you think some of the 
features are still prevailing in Indian society? (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: Main features of Vedic society and religion:
 •	 Ritualistic society: The Vedic people performed elaborate sacrifices, known as Yajnas, 

to appease various gods and seek their blessings.
 •	 Caste system: Vedic society was divided into four main classes, or varnas, based on their 

occupation and birth. The caste system determined one’s rights and duties.
 •	 Importance of the Vedas: Vedas were the sacred scriptures of the Vedic religion, 

containing hymns, rituals, and philosophical insights.
 •	 Polytheism: Vedic gods represented various natural forces and cosmic principles, such 

as Indra (god of thunder and rain), Agni (god of fire), Varuna (god of water and law), 
Surya (god of sun), Usha (goddess of dawn), etc. The Vedic people also believed in some 
abstract concepts, such as Rita (cosmic order), Dharma (moral duty), Karma (action and 
consequence), etc .

 •	 Concept of Dharma: Vedic people believed in the concept of Dharma, which means 
moral duty or righteousness.

 •	 Agricultural economy: Vedic people cultivated various crops, such as barley, wheat, 
rice, millet, etc., and also domesticated animals, such as cows, horses, sheep, goats, etc., 
for milk, meat, wool, transport, etc.

 •	 Patriarchy: The Vedic society was patriarchal, i.e., men had more power and authority 
than women.



SOLVED PAPER 2023 7

  Some features still prevailing in Indian society today:
 •	 Caste system still influences many aspects of Indian society, such as marriage, education, 

employment, politics, etc.
 •	 Vedas still provide spiritual guidance and inspiration.
 •	 The concept of Dharma is still relevant in Hindu ethics and philosophy.
 •	 Agriculture is still a major sector of the Indian economy, providing livelihood to more 

than half of the population.
 •	 Although women have made significant progress in various fields, such as education, 

politics, sports, etc., patriarchy is still a challenge in Indian society.  (279 words)
 12.  What were the major technological changes introduced during the Sultanate period? 

How did those technological changes influence the Indian society?  
 (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: The major technological changes introduced during the Sultanate period were:
 •	 Architecture and construction:
 o Emergence of Indo-Islamic architecture, which combined elements of Islamic and 

Indian styles.
 o Use of arches, domes, and minarets became common, creating structures like the 

Qutub Minar and the Alai Darwaza in Delhi.
 o New materials like gypsum and lime paste improved building plastering, while lime 

as a cementing agent (mortar) began to be used.
 •	 Agriculture:
 o The Persian wheel, also known as Rahat in India, was introduced.
 o The ‘gaz-i-sikandari’ instrument streamlined land measurement, making revenue 

collection more efficient.
 •	 Art and craft:
 o Advancements in the art of calligraphy, which influenced manuscript illustrations and 

the production of beautifully decorated manuscripts.
 o The adoption of paper and bookbinding techniques facilitated education, culture, and 

administrative record-keeping.
 o Advanced mining techniques, including vertical bore pits and oval-shaft deep mines, 

enhanced metal production
 •	 Textiles:
 o The introduction of the spinning wheel increased yarn production six-fold.
 o The pitloom accelerated weaving processes and drawloom facilitated simultaneous 

patterned weaving with different colours.
  These technological changes influenced various aspects of life, such as:
 •	 Political Unity and Expansion: The availability of well-forged weapons enabled rulers 

to expand their territories, establish hegemony, and maintain political unity.
 •	 Architectural Legacy: The iconic use of arches, domes, and intricate designs in structures 

like mosques, tombs, and forts left an indelible imprint on architectural aesthetics.
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 •	 Economic Prosperity: Improved water management systems enhanced crop yields, 
leading to surplus food production.

 •	 Cultural Renaissance: The era saw the beginning of historiography and record-keeping in 
India, laying the foundation for future historical scholarship. Libraries and centers of learning 
flourished, promoting education and the dissemination of knowledge. ( 274 words)

 13. How did the colonial rule affect the tribals in India and what was the tribal response 
to the colonial oppression? (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: Colonial rule in India had a significant and often detrimental impact on the tribal 
communities, also known as Adivasis or Scheduled Tribes.

  Impact of Colonial Rule on Tribals:
 •	 The British introduced the concept of private property rights. Many tribal lands were 

taken over by non-tribal landlords, leaving Adivasis landless and marginalized.
 •	 The colonial government introduced forest policies that restricted tribal access to forest 

resources.
 •	 Tribals were often subjected to forced labour and exploitative land revenue systems.
 •	 The introduction of missionary activities and Western education led to social and cultural 

disruptions in tribal societies.
  Tribal Responses to Colonial Oppression:
 •	 Santhal Rebellion (1855-56) : Led by Sidhu and Kanhu Murmu, the Santhals resisted land 

alienation, exploitation, and cultural erosion by the British and their local agents.  
 •	 Bhil Revolt (1822-57) : The Bhils of western India fought against the British encroachment 

on their lands, forests, and autonomy.
 •	 Kol Revolt (1831-32) : The Kols of Chota Nagpur Plateau revolted against the British 

interference in their traditional governance system, land rights, and taxation policies.
 •	 Bastar Rebellion (1910-11) : The tribals of Bastar in central India rose against the British 

forest policies that restricted their access to forest resources and livelihoods.
 •	 Naga Movement (1918 onwards) : The Nagas of Northeast India launched a movement 

for self-determination and autonomy from British rule. They formed the Naga Club in 
1918 to voice their grievances and aspirations.

 •	 Munda Rebellion (1899-1900) : The Mundas of Chota Nagpur Plateau rebelled against 
the British land tenure system that deprived them of their ancestral lands and rights.

 •	 Kuki-Chin-Mizo Movement (1917-19) : The Kuki-Chin-Mizo tribes of Northeast India 
resisted the British attempts to recruit them as porters and labourers for World War I.  
  (272 words)

 14.  Comment on the resource potentials of the long coastline of India and highlight the 
status of natural hazard preparedness in these areas. (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: Resource Potential of India’s Long Coastline:
 1. Fisheries: India’s coastline is rich in marine resources, making it one of the world’s 

top producers of fish. The fishing industry is a significant contributor to the country’s 
economy and a source of livelihood for millions of people.
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 2. Ports and Shipping: The coastline is dotted with numerous ports, including major ones 
like Mumbai, Chennai, and Kolkata. These ports play a vital role in India’s international 
trade, and the shipping industry is a key driver of economic growth.

 3. Tourism: India’s coastal areas are known for their beautiful beaches, historic sites, and 
cultural attractions. Coastal tourism is a significant source of revenue, with states like 
Goa, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu attracting domestic and international tourists.

 4. Renewable Energy: India’s coastline offers immense potential for renewable energy, 
especially wind and solar power. Offshore wind farms and solar installations along the 
coast contribute to the country’s energy needs.

 Status of Natural Hazard Preparedness:
 1. Cyclone Preparedness: India has a well-established cyclone warning system, with the 

India Meteorological Department (IMD) providing timely forecasts and warnings.
 2. Tsunami Warning System: After the devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, India, in 

collaboration with other nations, has developed a tsunami early warning system. This 
system helps in providing timely alerts to coastal communities in the event of a tsunami 
threat.

 3. Coastal Zone Management: The Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) guidelines regulate 
development and activities along the coastline to mitigate coastal erosion and protect 
the fragile coastal ecosystem.

 4. Disaster Management Authorities: Various states have their own disaster management 
authorities, and India has a National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) to 
coordinate disaster response and preparedness at the national level.  (272 words)

 15.  Identify and discuss the factors responsible for diversity of natural vegetation in India. 
Assess the significance of wildlife sanctuaries in rain forests regions of India.  
 (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: Key factors responsible for the diversity of natural vegetation in India:
 1. Climatic Variation: India’s climatic diversity influences the types of vegetation found 

in different regions. For example, tropical rainforests thrive in the Western Ghats, while 
temperate forests are found in the Himalayan region.

 2. Geographical Diversity: India’s diverse geography, including mountains, plateaus, plains, 
deserts, and coastal regions, has a significant impact on the natural vegetation.

 3. Monsoons: The monsoon rains play a crucial role in determining the distribution of 
vegetation in India. The seasonal variation in rainfall patterns influences the growth and 
distribution of forests and grasslands.

 4. Soil Types: The diversity of soil types across India contributes to the variety of vegetation. 
Different plants are adapted to grow in specific soil conditions.

 5. Altitude: High-altitude areas are home to alpine meadows and coniferous forests.
 6. Human Activity: Human activities, such as deforestation, agriculture, and urbanization, 

have had a significant impact on the natural vegetation in India. Over the years, these 
activities have led to changes in the distribution of various plant species.
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 Significance of wildlife sanctuaries in rainforest regions of India
 1. Conservation of Biodiversity: Rainforests provide habitat to a wide variety of plant and 

animal species, including many endangered and endemic species. They help protect these 
species and their habitats from habitat destruction and poaching.

 2. Scientific Research: These sanctuaries serve as living laboratories for scientists and 
researchers to study and understand the ecology, behavior, and life cycles of numerous 
species.

 3. Ecological Balance: Rainforests help regulate climate, control soil erosion, and support 
pollination and seed dispersal processes.

 4. Tourism: Many of these rainforest sanctuaries are open to eco-tourism, which generates 
revenue for local communities and governments.  (269 words)

 16.  Why did human development fail to keep pace with economic development in 
India? (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: The question of why human development failed to keep pace with economic development 
in India is a complex and multifaceted issue. Here are some of the key reasons:

 1. Social Inequality: India has a long history of social and economic inequality, with a 
rigid caste system, gender disparities, and regional inequalities. These inequalities have 
persisted and limited the equitable distribution of the benefits of economic growth.

 2. Population Growth: While India’s large population can be an asset, it also poses challenges. 
Rapid population growth has put tremendous pressure on resources, education, 
healthcare, and infrastructure, making it difficult to ensure that every citizen benefits 
from economic development.

 3. Education: Despite significant improvements in recent decades, India still faces challenges 
in providing quality education to all its citizens. A lack of access to quality education, 
high dropout rates, and variations in the quality of education across regions contribute 
to the disparity between economic and human development.

 4. Healthcare: Access to healthcare services and the overall health of the population are 
critical components of human development. While India has made progress in healthcare, 
challenges such as limited access to healthcare facilities, malnutrition, and a high burden 
of disease continue to hinder human development.

 5. Informal Economy: A significant portion of India’s workforce is employed in the informal 
sector, which often lacks job security, benefits, and social protections. This makes it 
challenging to improve the overall well-being of the population.

 6. Political and Governance Issues: Inefficiencies and inadequacies in governance can 
hinder the effective allocation of resources for human development.  (260 words)

 17.  From being net food importer in 1960s, India has emerged as a net food exporter to 
the world. Provide reasons. (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: India’s transformation from a net food importer in the 1960s to a net food exporter in recent 
years can be attributed to several key factors:
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 1. Green Revolution: The Green Revolution, initiated in the 1960s, played a pivotal role 
in increasing agricultural productivity in India. The introduction of high-yielding crop 
varieties, improved irrigation systems, and the use of fertilizers and pesticides significantly 
boosted crop yields and allowed India to produce more food than ever before.

 2. Technological Advancements: Advancements in agricultural technology, such as 
mechanization and precision agriculture, have further enhanced agricultural productivity. 
Farmers have access to better seeds, machinery, and agricultural practices, enabling them 
to produce more food with fewer resources.

 3. Diversification of Crops: India has diversified its crop portfolio over the years, moving 
beyond traditional staples like rice and wheat. The cultivation of fruits, vegetables, 
pulses, and oilseeds has increased, contributing to a more balanced and export-oriented 
agricultural sector.

 4. Investment in Infrastructure: India has made investments in rural infrastructure, 
including roads, storage facilities, and cold chains, which have reduced post-harvest 
losses and improved the quality of agricultural produce. These developments facilitate 
the export of fresh and processed food products.

 5. Policy Reforms: Various policy reforms, including the liberalization of agricultural 
markets and the promotion of export-oriented agriculture, have encouraged farmers 
to produce surplus crops for the global market. The introduction of schemes like the 
National Agriculture Market (eNAM) and the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 
(PM-KISAN) has provided support to farmers.

 6. Government Support: Government policies, such as minimum support prices (MSPs) 
and subsidies, have provided farmers with a safety net while also encouraging them to 
produce more. (272 words)

 18. Does urbanisation lead to more segregation and/or marginalization of the poor in 
Indian metropolises? (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: In Indian metropolises, urbanisation has led to more segregation and/or marginalization of the 
poor in various ways, such as:

 •	 Housing: The poor often live in slums or informal settlements that lack basic amenities, 
such as water, sanitation, electricity and security.

 •	 Incomes: The poor often lack adequate skills, education and access to formal jobs that 
offer decent wages and social protection.

 •	 Services: The poor often face barriers in accessing essential services, such as health care, 
education, transport and justice. For example, only 6% of urban poor children complete 
secondary education compared to 50% of urban non-poor children.

 •	 Discrimination: The poor often face multiple forms of discrimination and oppression 
based on their intersecting identities, such as caste, religion and ethnicity.

 •	 Initiatives: They are either ignored or neglected by the policy makers who prioritise 
the interests of the elite or the middle class. For example Dharavi, Asia’s largest slum in 
Mumbai, highlights the failure of urban planning and governance.
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 Despite these challenges, urbanisation also offers opportunities for the poor:
 •	 Participation in gig-economy: Jobs offered by the digital platforms that connect them 

with customers or employers who need their services. For example, delivery agents or 
drivers with ride-hailing platforms like Ola or Uber.

 •	 Anonymity: The poor can enjoy the anonymity offered by the urban centres that allow 
them to escape from their oppressive or restrictive rural backgrounds. For example, many 
Dalits and underpriviliged have found freedom and dignity in urban spaces.

 •	 Government policy focus: They have better access to schemes that provide housing, 
infrastructure, livelihoods or social security to them. For example, PM Awas Yojana, 
AMRUT 2.0, Swachh Bharat Mission, PM SVANidhietc.  (268 words)

 19. Why is caste identity in India both fluid and static? (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: Fluidity in Caste Identity:
 •	 Marriages between people of different castes are becoming more common, and this is 

helping to dismantle rigid social hierarchies.
 •	 People in cities may be less likely to identify with their caste and more likely to identify 

with their occupation, level of education, or place of residence.
 •	 Globalisation and the rise of the digital age have led to greater tolerance and less reliance 

on racial and ethnic distinctions.
 •	 Generational differences have resulted in less rigid adherence to traditional caste identities 

and a more open-minded set of peer groups among today’s youth.
 •	 Activism in the social realm includes efforts by individuals and groups to educate the 

public about caste prejudice and advance the cause of social equality.
 Static Aspects of Caste Identity:
 •	 Many castes still practice endogamy, marrying within their own caste to preserve their 

identity.
 •	 The fear of social stigma can discourage individuals from openly challenging their caste 

identity.
 •	 Reservation policies as affirmative action aim to uplift historically disadvantaged groups 

but can also solidify caste divisions.
 •	 Many festivals, rituals, and customs are tied to caste identity, reinforcing its importance 

in social life.
 •	 Caste-based political parties and movements use caste identity as a rallying point for 

mobilization, preserving its relevance in politics.
 •	 Economic disparities among castes persist, leading to economic marginalization of lower-

caste individuals.
 •	 In many rural areas, caste identity is closely tied to village and community life, making 

it difficult for individuals to break free from their caste-based roles and responsibilities.
  Caste identity in India is both fluid and static because it is constantly evolving and adapting 

to changing circumstances and contexts. However, it is also persistent and resilient because 
it is deeply rooted in the history and culture of Indian society.  (285 words)
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 20. Discuss the impact of post-liberal economy on ethnic identity and communalism.  
 (Answer in 250 words)

 Ans: Impact of the post-liberal economy on ethnic identity:
 •	 The post-liberal economy has enabled some ethnic groups, especially the historically 

marginalized ones, to access education, employment, and urbanization. For example, 
the reservation system for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

 •	 The post-liberal economy has also supported ethnic cultures through initiatives like One 
District One Product and Incredible India not only boost tourism but also strengthen the 
cultural identities of various ethnic communities.

 •	 The post-liberal economy has led to the rise of identity-based politics. For example, 
regional and caste-based parties like the DMK in Tamil Nadu or the BSP in Uttar Pradesh 
have emerged as influential political forces in the post-liberal era.

 •	 The post-liberal economy has had mixed effects on social harmony and conflict among 
ethnic groups. On one hand, it has fostered a sense of unity and diversity among Indians; 
on the other hand, it has also triggered tensions and violence due to economic disparities, 
political rivalries, and communal narratives.

 Impact of the post-liberal economy on communalism:
 •	 The post-liberal economy has enabled some marginalized groups to improve their 

economic and social status. However, this has also provoked resentment and backlash 
from dominant groups, resulting in communal violence. 

 •	 While cultural exchanges can foster understanding and tolerance, they can also create 
anxieties about cultural assimilation and identity loss, which may fuel communalism.

 •	 Disparities in education and employment can be associated with communal tensions if 
certain groups perceive discrimination or unequal opportunities. For instance, the recent 
Maratha agitation in Maharashtra highlighted regional disparities.  

 •	 Social media can be misused to disseminate false information and hate speech, leading 
to communal tensions and violence. The 2023 Delhi riots were believed to have been 
triggered by inflammatory posts on social media.  

 •	 Urbanization can create challenges such as overcrowding, pollution, crime, and 
competition for resources, which can fuel communal conflicts. (296 words)
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